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Kia ora whanau, 
People say that ‘time flies when you’re having 
fun’, well we must be having an absolute blast 
here at Mimi School! I find it hard to believe 
that we are already half way through the 
school year! With the shortest day having 
been and gone it will be the Summer holidays 
before we know it. However, we still have one 
term of Winter mornings to go before the jan-
dals and sunhats come out. 

In Term 3 we have the Tainui Speech competi-
tion and Cross Country to look forward to, the 
Energy Skills Science Fair, the Mimi Estuary 
project, LEAD Conference, more Basketball, 
Music lessons and the School Production, not 
to mention all of the other great learning op-
portunities that will no doubt pop up.  

Next term we'll also be having a huge school-
wide focus on increasing our reading mileage. 
We know that the more we read at school and 
at home the easier and more enjoyable read-
ing becomes. All of our Year 1 to 4 students 
come home each night with a home reader. 
The Year 1 and 2 students are expected to 

read this with someone at home every 
night. Our aim is for all students from Year 3 
up to be reading for twenty minutes a day. 
For Year 3 and 4 students at least ten 
minutes of this should be reading aloud to a 
grown up or older sibling and the other ten 
minutes could be independent. For Year 5 
and 6 this should be independent reading 
but should involve some chatting with some-
one else about what they are reading. Twen-
ty minutes of reading a day might sound like 
a lot but it certainly makes a huge difference 
in the development of reading skills and 
reading confidence. 
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This term we said 
goodbye to Mrs 
O’Sullivan who is now 
putting the students 
at Uruti through their 
paces. This means 
that next term we 
welcome Nikki Mulli-
gan to the school 
who will be teaching 
the Year 1 and 2 stu-
dents four mornings 
a week in the Kowhai room. Mrs Gillett and I 
will be sharing the rest of each week be-
tween us. I would also like to thank all the 
other people who have offered their time 
and support over the last term to make sure 
things go smoothly for us, to the BOT, Home 
and School, Staff, Sports Coaches, Drivers, 
Lunch Collectors, Gardeners, and Grandpar-
ent Readers, thank you for the time and sup-
port you give us, without your help we 
wouldn’t be the great little school that we 
are. 
Nga mihi nui, 

Jared Holden 
Principal 

 

 

Wig Wednesday 

Everybody had fun dressing up for Wig 
Wednesday a few weeks ago. Mimi 
School raised $64.20 for the Child Can-

cer Foundation.   

 

Family Planting Day 

We had a very 
successful plant-
ing session in our 
school gully this 
term. Thanks to 
everyone who 
turned up to help 
us start the reju-
venation and re-
planting of the 
school gully. We 
planted 180 
plants in 60 
minutes! What a 
massive effort! Special thanks to Anne-
Maree McKay for picking up all the plants 
and helping us work out where they need 
to go.  

Magic Show 

We had a fun morning at the Magic Show 
“Be Bright, Eat Right” at Waitoitoi Hall. 
Urenui School joined us for the show. We 
learned about eating right while enjoying 
lots of cool magic tricks. 

 

 

 

 

 





 

FROM MRS JAMES 

Term 2 has been full of learning   We 
talked about and looked at infor-
mation on big issues facing the world 
now and in the future.  From that we 
wrote “I Am….’ a snapshot personal 
view of where we fit and what we 
think. 
Students are locked into their own 
learning, being responsible for qual-
ity projects and taking pride in com-
pleting homework regularly.  Our 
classroom highlight has to be our 
Penguin studies, based on the Little 
Blue but including researching all 
breeds of penguin.  We have had fun 
incorporating topic work into our 
maths, reading, writing and art. 
We are enjoying our refurbished 
classroom which is very cool and 
alive with colour and evidence of 
student learning.  Thank you to eve-
ryone else who made the makeover 
possible. 

Big Picture Writing: 
 

I am ... 
I  am Amaya. 

I wonder what at will be like to be a bird. 
I can hear birds singing to each other. 

I see the land shining with beautiful sun. 
I feel wonderfully warm in summer. 
I want there to be no rubbish at all. 

I hope we still have fresh water  
when I grow up .  

I worry that my pet is going to die. 
I try to be who I am. 

I wish that Mount Taranaki won’t erupt. 
I believe in the Easter Bunny. 
I understand that some kids 

don't believe in Santa. 
I dream I am in a place filled with candy. 

I am who I am.   
By Amaya Ellis 

Descriptive Writing—The Old Man 
 
I was skipping along the pathway and I saw a creepy person.  As I saw him getting closer I 
was starting to get scared. 
 
He had one eye going diagonal and one looking down.  His hair was in the shape of a mo-
hawk. His feet looked like hobbits feet.  He had a scruffy looking coat that was grey. His 
leg was bruised all over. His face was all wrinkly.  He was wearing glasses with one lens. 
He looked freaky! 
 
He had a puppy and it was a chocolate labrador in a countdown grocery bag. It poked its 
head out and I said , “Aww, that’s the cutest puppy I’ve seen, except my puppy!” 
 
By Jonathan 
(from a picture) 
    



Little Blue Penguins  
Matai class have been studying Little Blue 
Penguins this term. We  are  working on a 
project with Curious Minds and Ngati Mu-
tunga. Thanks to Emily, our Educational 
Scientist and Marlene from the Iwi for 
sharing their knowledge with us. 

This is a sample of our pen-
guin projects where we each 
chose a breed of penguin and 
researched everything we 
could find about them using 
the ‘Who, where, what, 
when, how and why’ tool.  
We really enjoyed learning 
about penguins! 

We have creat-
ed  some ideas 
to build new 
signs for dis-
play in local 
public areas 
where Little 
Blue Penguins 
live.  Please do 
the right thing 
and ensure our 
penguins have a  
safe place to 
live. 

WATCH THIS SPACE!   

By Lucy Elliott 

By Nico Thompson 



I felt really scared when ... 

I felt really scared when I saw a mouse in my 
breakfast bowl. I got a mouse trap and a wood-
en spoon and whacked it on the head and that 
was the end of him. 

 By Jamie 

I felt really scared when I was in the playhouse. 
Me and Amaya saw a hideous spider. 

 By Eila 

I felt really scared when I had to get my bag out 
of the dark car and I thought that there was a 
possum and I was really scared. 

 By Cooper 

This term we have been  
looking at our local estuary and 
some of the birds that live there 

There are only 2,000 New Zealand Dotterels left in 
the world. Their feathers turn orange/red. They have 
white feathers, too. The mum and dad Dotterel look 
after the eggs.  
Their threats are rats, dogs, cats, motorbikes, cars and 
go karts.  
We need to put up signs to say “Do not let dogs on 
the beach”. We can put signs up to stop people driv-
ing on the beach. We can put fences around the nests 
with a little square so they can get out. We can set 
traps to catch predators.  
Dotterels are beautiful creatures.  

 By Sarah 

This is a real story about New Zealand Dotterels. There are 2,000 New Zealand Dotterels in 
the world. These kill Dotterels: rats, dogs, rabbits and storms. Possums, motor bikes, cars and 
go karts. To save Dotterels we can put signs up to say ’No dogs on the beach”. We can put 
fences  up on the beach around the nests.  By Arlo 



New frog leaps into North 
Taranaki 
North Taranaki locals have unearthed a frog 
species not previously known to live in the area, 
after doing their first night survey of the region.  
 

Ngāti Mu-
tunga commu-
nity members, 
primary 
school tauira 
(students) and 
scientists 
have found a 
species of 
frog – known 
as the Green 
and Golden 
Bell Frog – that is new to the North Taranaki rohe 
(area). This is the first time it has been seen south of 
Mokau in Waikato, some 20km north of the Taranaki 
boundary. 
The group made this discovery when doing a survey 
of North Taranaki's frogs as part of their research 
project called Kimihia ('seek') Kermit, which came 
about after people of the Ngāti Mutunga iwi noticed 
they were struggling to find tadpoles to teach their 
tamariki (children) about the frog life cycle. 
North Taranaki was known to have populations of the 
non-native Southern Bell and Tree frogs. People re-
member the common sound of frogs echoing through 
the still evenings throughout rural North Taranaki. 
Then in the 1990s, the non-native frogs around Aotea-
roa were hit by a chytrid infection that decimated their 
numbers. This fatal disease, caused by the water-
borne Chytrid fungus, damages the skin and makes 
breathing difficult for the frogs. 
Project co-ordinator Marlene Benson says over the 
years, some local people noticed that the sounds had 
gone silent. “And people around here remember being 
able to find tadpoles easily as kids, bringing them 
home and watching them grow. Then they couldn’t 
find tadpoles in places they used to.” 
So Te Rūnanga o Ngāti Mutunga came up with the 
idea to work with children from Mimi, Urenui and Uruti 
Schools to find out which species and populations of 
frogs were still in the area and where they were. 

Night surveys add excitement 
Ngāti Mutunga enlisted the help of ecologist Patrick 
Stewart who planned and supervised the research, 
and statistician Marc Hasenbank who analysed the 
data collected about the frogs. 
Farmers were also contacted to access their ponds, 
with some reporting they had recently heard frogs 
again after a quiet time in the past five or six years. 
“Some were upset and thought they had lost their 
frogs - they missed hearing them,” says Marlene. 

Patrick and the students carried out night surveys in 
areas where frogs were known to have been and were 
thought to still be. They identified 42 sites and placed 
automated listening devices there, which Patrick later 
brought back to the schools to play the recorded 
sounds to the students. 
The children spoke to their families and neighbours 
about the project with Ngāti Mutunga, and parents and 
teachers supported them on evening excursions to 
listen out for frogs. 
“The kids sat quietly by the ponds and counted what 
they could hear. They were so excited it was some-
times difficult for them to keep quiet!” says Marlene. 
She says the project was especially worthwhile for 
building community relationships and engaging chil-
dren in science. 
“It is the start of them doing things in a scientific way, 
they had to measure, be accurate and record things 
properly.” 

Unearthing unusual findings 
The team detected frogs in 25 (60%) of the 42 sites 
with the listening devices and in 23 (74%) of the 31 
ponds that they surveyed, suggesting that the frogs 
are making a recovery. 
Patrick reports that the Southern Bell Frog was found 
reasonably well distributed throughout the rohe but 
with some unexplained gaps. 
“They were found in some very small ponds, and yet 
were absent from large networked ponds, as is report-
ed in Australia where the species originates from. This 
is not what 
we expected 
to find.” 
The team 
also found 
Green and 
Golden Bell 
Frogs living 
at three 
unconnected 
ponds. “That 
was pretty 
exciting,” Marlene says. 
However, the Brown Tree Frog was not detected in 
the survey. Patrick also says more field work is need-
ed to answer the second survey question on whether 
the population is stable or declining. 
Marlene says that Ngāti Mutunga aims to continue 
studying frogs with students at their school camps, 
and is happy to share information with others who may 
want to survey their area. 
 

About the project 
Kimihia Kermit is led by 
Rūnanga o Ngāti Mutunga in partnership with Sound 
Counts, Taranaki Regional Council, Tiaki te Mauri o 
Parininihi Trust, Mimi School, Urenui School and Uruti 
School, with support from the Taranaki Participatory 
Science Platform. 



 

Mimi School acknowledges our wonderful  
supporters, Waitoitoi Rural Women. 

Great work ladies! We love your work! 

Our weekly pre-school sessions 
run on Fridays each week. These 
sessions are focused on develop-
ing the early skills that our chil-
dren need to develop sound litera-
cy and numeracy skills. 

They are also intended to be a 
lot of fun for you and your kids 
as they become familiar with the 

classroom and classroom rou-
tines. 
If you want to know more about 
our B45 pre-school programme 
phone the school office, or drop 
in and ask. 

 TERM 3 
CALENDAR 

TERM 3 BEGINS  Mon 22 Jul  
 

MUSIC LESSONS BEGIN  Thur 25 Jul  
 

*LEAD CONFERENCE  Fri 2 Aug  
 

CRAZY KIDS CAN DAY  Fri 9 Aug  
 

TAINUI CROSS COUNTRY  Fri 6 Sep 
 

*TAINUI SPEECHES  Fri 13 Sep  
 

SCHOOL PHOTOS  Thur 26 Sep  
 

TERM 3 ENDS  Fri 27 Sep  
 
 

* Trips out of school grounds,   
(transport may be needed) 
 

Please contact Jared or Sibylle at school for  
further information. 

Café  
open  
now! 

Phone 927 3110  for reservations 


